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Series Title: “Real Love, Real Life, Real Faith; a Study of 1John” Main Passage: 1John 2:15-17 

Opened with a discussion about the ship Titanic set sail on her maiden voyage from England headed 

to New York City on April 14th, 1912. 

- Famous men like J. P. Morgan and Milton Hershey purchased first class tickets for thousands of 

dollars, but was unable to board for different reasons. 

- What would they have paid for a ticket if they knew she was going to sink and over 1,500 people 

would tragically die? ____________ 

- C. T. Studd quote, “Only one life, twill soon be past, only what is done for Christ will last.” 

- Tragically, many willingly waste their lives by loving this fallen world that we know is going to 

fade away. This world, and all that is in it, is nothing more than a ship destined to sink. 

1) First, loving the world reveals our true disposition. (vs. 15-16) 

- The Greek word translated as “world” is “cosmos” and it can mean one of three things. 

 1) Creation 

 2) People 

 3) World System 

- John is not saying Christians cannot love God’s creation/nature, nor is he saying we 

should not love people. John is saying Christians should not love world system 

controlled by Satan that is consumed with sin. (ref: Eph. 2:2; 2Cor. 4:4; Col. 1:13) 

- In verse 16, John gives his readers 3 clear indicators of those who love the world… 

1) “lust of the flesh” – slave to sin; one’s selfish desires for the fading things of 

this world. 

2) “lust of the eyes” – lack of contentment in Christ; always seeking things of 

this world to fulfill our desires. 

3) “boastful pride of life” – lack of humility; thinking we are “self-made” and 

fail to realize that we truly owe God everything. 

- John is ultimately addressing our hearts. What is it we truly desire and seek? A true 

follower of Jesus cannot love both Him and this World. Again, John is writing this letter 

to contradict the false teachers who were teaching one can be genuinely saved and 

freely sin at the same time. 

2) Second, this world, along with its lust, is passing away. (vs. 17a) 

- The word translated as “passing”, John uses the present tense meaning the world is 

actively passing away. The fuse has already been lit. People who love this world is liken 

to people who are partying on the deck of the Titanic. 

3) Third,  John offers a promise on the heels of his warning. (vs. 17b) 

- While tragedy and death await those who love the world, the sweet promise of eternal 

life is given to those who love and seek after Jesus.  

- The reality is that believers are also on the same sinking ship. We are in the world, but 

not to be of the world. (ref: John 17:15-21) 

In closing…      

- One of the passengers on the Titanic was a godly pastor from Scotland, by the name of 

John Harper. 

- Are you living a wasted life by loving and seeking after things fading away? 

- “Only one life, twill soon be past, only what is done for Christ will last.” 


