“A Christian Family”
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Sermon Series: Ephesians: Identity & Responsibility Main Passage: Ephesians 6:1-4

I began my sermon this morning talking about how “family” the way God designed it has been
under assault for half a century.

- The World System (culture) is set against the things of God. (ref: Eph. 2:1-3)

1) Children belong to God. (ref: Ps.127:3)

- Following Paul’s discussion on marriage, he naturally moves to address the fruit of
marriage, children, and how they can and should be a great blessing. (ref: Psalm 128:3)
- Children are to be raised in the fear of the Lord, and parents are responsible to God in
how they raise their children. (ref: Ps.127:4-5; Mat.19:14)

2) Children (vs.1-3)

- God expects and commands children to gbey their parents. (ref: Pro.1:8, 13:1; Col.3:20-
21)
- God is very clear on His position of children obeying their parents. (ref: Deut.21:18-21;
Ex.21:15; Prov.30:17)
- Children are to submit and obey their parents based on their faith in the Lord, not the
worthiness of the parent. Same as wives submit to husbands and husbands love their
wives based on their faith and submission to God, not the worthiness of their spouse.
- Parents are to raise their children to do what is “right”, not necessarily what they want.
Therefore, “because I said so” can be a legit reason. Every rule is not up for debate.
- Paul breaks the children’s responsibility in the family into 3 areas...
a) Action — Qbedience is an action. (v.1)
b) Attitude — Honor is an attitude. (v.2)
¢) Reward — Children who portray the right action and attitude towards their
parents will be blessed, as opposed to the children that don’t. (v.3)
- Clarification on “blessed”, our ultimate home and where the majority of our blessings
will be received is in heaven.

3) Parents (vs.4)

- Paul breaks the parents responsibility to children into negative and positive.

a) Negative — “don’t provoke to anger”
- Be sure not to abuse, show favoritism, and force your selfish desires on
them. Are you seeking God’s will for your children, or your own?

b) Positive — “bring them up in discipline and instruction”
- Discipline is not optional. (ref: Prov.13:24, 19:18, 23:13-14, 29:15-17)
- Parents should be encouraging, comforting, guiding, and seek the
Kingdom first. (ref: 1Thes.2:11-12; Deut.6:6-7; Prov.20:7)

In closing,

- According to Luke 2:51-52, Jesus obeyed his parents and grew mentally, physically,
socially, and spiritually. As Christian parents, it is our responsibility to provide this for
our children too, and children must obey.
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