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Sermon Series: Ephesians: Identity & Responsibility        Main Passage: Ephesians 4:7-16 

I began my sermon this morning talking about what the Church is according to Scripture. What 
is just one difference I mentioned between the Church and the Temple? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

- In Scripture, Church is mentioned in two ways. There is a universal church that 
includes every believer around the world, and a local church that pertains to particular 
community. Both are critical and necessary. (ref: Acts 14:23) 
- The opening story I shared was about the World Championship for Air Guitar whose 
ultimate goal is to attain world peace.  
- While peace is definitely something all believers are to strive for, world peace will not 
happen until the return of the Prince of Peace. 
- Jesus left the Church here for many reasons, one being a source of truth, love, and 
peace in this dark and dying world. (ref: Rom.12:18) 

1) The Source (vs.7-10) 
- Gifts have been given to every believer. Yes, that means you! 
- These gifts are not earned but are given like salvation via grace through faith. 
- We receive these gifts through the Holy Spirit who came after Jesus ascended into 
Heaven. (ref: John 16:7) 

2) The Gifts (vs.11-13) 
- Paul mentions five particular gifts that all revolve around speaking the Word of God. 
- Paul mentions those gifts in particular, because his focus is on the Church where these 
particular gifts are critical for its overall growth and health. 
-  Paul basically list two reasons for these gifts. 
 a) Equipping the Saints for the work of ministry. 
 b) Maturity in Faith.  

- Paul mentions unity, knowledge, and fullness of Christ which all 
ultimately points to a believer’s “maturity.” 

- A Christian cannot be all God desires for them to be apart from being an active part of 
the Body of Christ, aka: the Church. (ref: John 17:22-23) 

3) The Results (vs.14-16) 
- Paul gives three results of these gifs being used in a Church where people “walk in a 
manner worthy of their calling” as Paul mentioned in the beginning of this chapter.  
 a) Maturity – growing in knowledge/wisdom (ref: Jer.17:9) 
 b) Service – Each part of the Body is called and gifted to serve the whole. 
 c) Growth – When everyone grows in Christ and serves, the Church will grow.  

In closing, 
- Far too many believers settle for saving grace but never realize or embrace the enabling 
grace that leads to sanctification. 

Disclaimer: I make no claims to absolute originality for any of my messages. As the common saying goes, “I milk a lot of cows, but I 
churn my own butter.” I have listened to countless sermons, lectures, jokes, illustrations/stories over my lifetime. I have read 
countless books, articles, manuscripts, and watched countless documentaries, shows, movies, etc. I’m not sure any thought I have 
today is truly my own originality and not directly influenced from something I have read, seen, or heard. I’ll strive to make specific 
reference when I know and/or realize I’m quoting verbatim someone/thing directly.



- What is the difference between a player and a fan? ____________________________ 
- When it comes to Jesus, what are you? A player or fan? __________________
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